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-*.'■ 'NoTB. — In the following skotcli, I liave given- 
irhat I believe to be the doctrtnes of that portion 
of the Society of Frienda of which I iLm a nil 
ber.* No doubt there iu« different opinions among 
them, as there wore among primitive Friends, o 
some subjeolB not reducible to practice, or in regard 
to which we cannot appeal to experience, t 
which, in reference to scripture, may bo dilTerentl; 
understood. 

William Gibbons. 
WUmiBgUiD, Del., 7tb month, 1843. 
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Ori^i-I of tl(e ^oiiiety. 



The Society of Friends originated in England 
about the middle of the the 17th century. The 
chief instrumont in the diTine hand for the gath- 
ering and establiBhrnent of this rehgioua body was 
George Fox. He was bom in the year 1624, He 
was carefully educated according to the received 
views of religion, and in conformity with the estab- 
lished mode of worship. His natural endowmente 
of mind, although tbey derived but little advantage 
from the aid of art, were evidently of a superior 
order. The character of tliia extraordinary man it 
will not, however, be neceBsary here to deaeribe 
■with critical minuteneaB. The reader, who may be 
deKirous of accLuiring more esact information ou 
this head, is referred to the journal of his life, an 
IntereBting piece of autobiography, written in a 
simple and unembellished atyle, and cootaining a 
plain and unatudied narration of facts. By this it 
appears, that in very early life he indulged a vein 
of thoughtfuluess and a deep tone of religious feel- 
ing, which, increasing with hia years, were the 
means of preserving him, in a remarkable degree, 
&ee firom the contamination of evil example by 
which he was surrounded. The period in which 
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he lived was distingnisbed bf a epirit of anzi 
inquiry, and a great appearance of zeal, on the sub- 
ject of religion. The manaers of the age were 
ceTerthcleEs deeply tinctured with licentiouenesB, 
which pervaded all claasea of society, not excepting 
profefiBOrB of religion. Under these circumstances, 
George Fox soon became disBatisfied with the mode 
of worship in which he had been educated. With- 
drawing, therefore, from the puUic communion, 
he devoted himself to retirement, to inward va' 
tation, and the study of the scriptures, Whils 
thus engaged ia an earnest pursuit of divine know- 
ledge, his mind bocamo gradually enlightened to 
discover the uature of true religion ; that it ood- 
sisted not in outward profession, nor in ert«nuJ 
forms aud ceremonies, hut ia purity of heart, and 
an upright walking before God. He was instructed 
to comprehend, that the means by which thoM 
necessary characteristics of true devotion wen 
be acquired were not of a secondary or ren 
nature ; that the Supreme Being still condescended, 
as in former days, to communicate his will itn 
diattit; to the soul of man, through the medium of 
hia own Holy Spirit ; and that obedience to the 
dictates of this inward and heavenly monitor oc 
atituted the basis of true piety, and the only a 
tain ground of divine favor and acceptance, Tba 
convictions, thus produced in his own mind, ha 
did not hesitate openly to avow. In deOanoe of 
oleiical weight and iniluence, he denounced al 



human usnrpattoii and interference in matters of 
religion, and boldly proclaimed that "God was 
oome to teach his people liimBelf." The novelty 
of his views attracted general attentioti, and ex- 
posed him. to muck obloquy ; but his honesty and 
uprightneas won liim the esteem and approbation 
of the more candid and discerning. PerseTeriug, 
through every obstacle, in a faitliful testimony to 
the simplicity of the truth, he found many persons 
who. entertaining kindred impressions with him- 
self, were fully prepai'ed not only to adopt his 
views, but publicly to advocate them. The violent 
persecution which they encountered, served only to 
invigorate their zeal and multiply the number of 
their converts. United on a common ground of 
inward conviction, endeared still mote to each other 
by a participation of suffering, and aware of the 
benefits to be derived from systematic co-operation, 
George Fox and his friends soon became embodied 
in an independent religious community. 

Such is a brief history of the rise of the people 
called Quaker) : to which I will only add, that the 
society continued to increase rapidly till near the 
end of the seventeenth century, through a most 
cruel and widely -extended persecution. Between the 
years 1660 and 1880, about fourteen thousand of 
this people eu&ered by fine and imprisonment, of 
which number more than three hundred died in 
jail; not to mention cruel mockinga, buffetlnge, 
I soonrgings, and afQictious innumerable. AU these 



things the7 bore with exemplary patience and for 
titude, not retmulug evil for evU, but breathing 
the prayer, in the expressive language of conduct, 
"Father, forgive thera, for they know not whil 
they do !" Tlie testiraoiiiea for which they prin- 
cipally Buffered, were those against a hireling 
priesthood, tithes and oaths ; against doing homage 
to man with "cap and knee ;" and against using 
Qattering titles and comptimentB, and the plunl 
number to a single person. 

I am next to speak of their religious prinoiploi, 
which are found embodied in their UsUntoniei. 

DOCTRINES OF THE SOCIETY. 
The Society of Friends baa never formed a oreed 
after the manuer of other religious denomination 
We view Chilstianity essentially as a practical ai 
not a theoretical system, and hence to be exeiii]ill< 
Bed and recognized in the lives and conduct of iti 
professors. We also hold that belief, In thia out- 
neotion, does not consist in a mere assent of the 
natural understauding, bat in a clear conviotiOO 
wrought by the Divine Spirit in the soul. (1 John 
V. 10.) For that which here ohallengea our b«Ut( 
involves a knowledge of God ; and no man knowetfa 
the things of Qod but by the Spirit of God. [I 
Cor. ti. 11.) Again, religion Isa progressive woA : 
"There Is first the blade, tben the ear, and aftw 
that the full com in the ear." (Mark It, 1 
" And Boroe there are who have need of mUlc, i 
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not of strong meat ; and every o: 
ia unskilfnl in tlie work of righteo 
»babe." {Heb. v, 13, 13.) 

Seeing, therefore, that there nre dlffereut growths 
■Mtd degrees of knowledga in the members of the 
iKJdy, we cannot but view the practice of requiring 
them to subscribe to the same creed, oi' articles of 
fiutb, 08 a pernicious excrescence ingrafted on the 
£briatiaa syatein. And hence we prefer judging of 
our members by tbeir fmits, and leaving them to 
'be taught in the school of Christ, under the tuition 
a infallible teacher, free from the shackles im- 
posed by the wisdom or contrivance of man. 

Our Uttimony to the light of Chrul within.— We 
iKlieve a knowledge of the gospel to be founded on 
ifmntdiate revelation, (Matt. xvi. 18 ; 1 Cor. ii. 10, 
11, 13 ; John xiv. 3G.) Being the antitype of the 
legal dispensation, it ia spLrituat as its author, 
4md as the son! which it purifies and redeems. 
;(Bom, i, 16.) Under the gospel dispensation, the 
■temple, (1 Cor, v. 19; Acta vii. 48,) altar, (Heb, 
Klii. 10,) sacrifices, (1 Pet. ii. 5.) the flesh and blood, 
(John vL 53-63,) water and fire, (John vii. 37, 88 ; 
Jt- 14; Matt, iii. 11, cleansing and worship, (John 
24,) are all spiritual,' Instituted by the 
■eoond Adam, the gospel restores to us the privi- 
Mgea and blessings enjoyed by the first ; the same 

J, vol. I. p. 360; vol. iL pp, lis, lis, S31, iWa. Whltiir.ff' 
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pure, Bpiiitual worship, the same union and com- 
muniOQ with our Maker. (John xvii. 31.) Such 
are our views of the Chriatian religion ; a religion 
freely ofiferod to the whole humiin race, (Heb. viii 
10, 11,) requiring neither prieat nor book ta &d- 
miuister or to illustrate it, (John ii. 37 ; Rom x. 6i 
7, 8) ; for all outward rites and ceremonialE are, to 
tliis religion, but clogs or oumbrous appeodaget, 
Ood himself being its author, its voucher, and iti 
teacher. (John liv. 28; 1 Cor. ii. S-13.) ThMe 
are not speculations or notioaa, for we speak o~ 
what we do know, "and our hands have handled o( 
the word of Ufa." (I John i. 1.) 

Such la a summary of the religion held and 
taught by the primitive "Quakers ;" from which I 
descend to a few partionlars. aa a further exposition 
of their and our pnnciplea. 

The message which they received is the t 
given to the apostles, thai " God is light, and in 
him there is no darkness at all,'' " 1 John I. 6, T) : 
and their gi«at fundamental principle to which Uiaf 
bear testimony Is, that Ood hath given to evsij 
man ooming into the world, and placed witbintum, 
a measure or manifestation of this divine ligbt, 
gra«e. or spirit, which, if obeyed, is all-safficient 
to ledeem or save him. (John iii. 19, 20 ; i. ; Tit. 
U. 11 ; 1 Cor. xii. 7.) It is referred to and iUnb- 
trated in the scriptures, by the prophets, and by 
Jesus Christ and his disciples and apostles, under 
various uames and similitudes. But the thing i 



eve to bo one, even as God is one and bis pui^ 
poso one and tbe same in all, viz : repentance, re- 
generation, and final redemption. It is called light 
—of wbicb tbe light of the natural sun ia a, beauti- 
tal and instructive emblem ; for tbis divine ligbt, 
' like tbe natural, enables us to distiuguiab witb in- 
dubitable clearness all that coacerus us in tbe work 
of BBlvation, and its blessings are as impartialljr, 
fteelj, and universally dispensed to tbe spiritual, 
A tbe other is to the outward creation. It is called 
jfraet, and grace of Ood, beoause freely bestowed 
[IS by bis bounty and endui'ing love. (John xiv- 
16, 3e.) 

t is called truths as being the substance of all 
types and shadows, and imparting to man a trae 
Be and view of his conditions, as it is in tbe 
divine sight. It is called Christ (Rom. viii. 10 ; i. 6, 
i) ; Christ within, the hope of glory (Col. i. 27); 
the kingdom of Qod within (Luke xvii. 21) ; the 
vord of God (Eeb. iv. 12, 13) ; a manifestation of 
the Bpiritj given to every man to proSt withal 
. (1 Cor. lii. 7) ; the seed (Luke viii. 11) ; a still 
■ amall voice (1 Kingexix. 12); beoausemost certainly 
heard in a state of retirement, but drowned by the 
excitement of tbe passions, the rovings of the im- 
agination, and the eager pursuit of worldly objects. 
"And thine ear shall hear a word behind thee say- 

ting. This is the way, walk ye in it — when ye turn 
to the right hand aud when ye turn to the left." 
[Isaiah iM. 21.) 
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It is compared to a "grala of muBtai'd seed, the 
smallest of all seeds," being at.first little io its ap- 
pearance ; but, as it is ob«;ed, growing and exteitd- 
iag like tliat plant, until it oocapiea the wbola 
ground of the heart, and thus expands into and 
sets up the kingdom of Ood in tbo soul. (Lnk* 
aiii. 10). For the like reason it is compared to "t 
little leaveu, nhioh a woman t«ok and hid in thna 
measures of meal,* nntil the whole was leavened,** 
or brought into itu own nature. (Luke xiii. 31.) 

This unspeakable gift, through the infinite wis- 
dom and goodness of the divine eoonomy, speaki 
to every man's condition, supplies all his spiritiud 
need, and is a present and all-sufficient help in 
ever; emergency and trial. To the obedient il 
pi'OTes a ' ' comforter, ' ' under temptation a ' ' moni- 
tor," and a "swift witness" against the traii» 
giessor. It is a "quickening spirit" to rouse tin 
indifferent; "like a refiner's fire, and like fuIW* 
soap, purifying the unclean;" and as a "hammer" 
to the heart of the obdurate sinner ; and in all, an 
infallible teacher, and guide to viiliie and hoUnera.1 

And as there are diversities of operations aai 
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iMbniniatratioDB, ho 3.^m there are diversities of gifts ^H 
beBtowed on Uie members of the body (1 Cor. xU. ^^ 
4-12): "The Spirit dividing to every man BevenJly ^| 
u be will," in order that every office and servioe in 
the church militant may be performed, to preserve 
its health, strength, and purity. And thus by one 
andtlie "self same spirit," "we are all baptized ^^ 
rnJoto one body, wbothei Jews or Gentiles, whether J^| 
if<md or free ; and all are made to drink into one ^H 
Ifpirit." (1 Cor. xU. 13,) ^M 

, Divine internal light is often confounded with 
Donscieuce, and thus inferences are drawn against 
^e truth of the doctrine. But this principle is as 
ttlatiuct &om that natural faoulty, as the light of 
Igie sun is distinct from the eye on which it op- 
^stes. From a. wrong education, and from habi- 
tual transgression, the judgment becomes perverted 
U dailiened, and often " calls evil giiod and good 
frU ;" and conscience being swayed by the judg- 
pKnt responds to its decisions, and accuses orezcuses 
leoordingly. In thin manner conscience becomes 
^borrupted and defiled. Now it ia our belief that, 
yf the discoveries made and monitions given by 
tjdivioe light, to tlie mind, were stiictiy attended to. 
Lit would correct and reform the erring conscience 
^Cd judgment, and dissipate the darkness in which _ 
Sui mind becomes involved. I 

• Buoh is our testimony to the great- ftindamBnMM 
Vintiple in religion, as we believe and understan 
We exclude speculative opinions. 
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reader be dissatisSed with our impersonal form 
expi^ssion, let him change it and it will be a chai 
of name only. We dispute not about names. 

We believe in the divinity of ChriBt — not of 1 
outward body, but of the spirit which dwelt in ii 
a divinity not solf-exiating and independent, 1 
derived from the Father, being the Holy Spirit, 
Ood in Christ. " The Son ean do nothing of hj 
self," said Christ ; and again, " I oa& of my o 
self do nothing " (John v. 19, 30) ; and in auot] 
place, " The Father that dwelleth in me he dot 
the work " (John xiv. 10) ; " As my Father hi 
taught me, I apeak these things" (.Tohn riiL 2 
"Even as the Father said unto me, so I speaJ 
{John xii. 50.)* 

We r^eot the common doctrines of the TWm 
and Satufaelicn, as contrary to reason and Ten 
tion. and for a more full expression of our Ti«w> 
these subject, we refer the inquiring i-eader to ' 
works below cited, I We are equally far from oy 



it; 111. W; I. FemilDBtaii, Tol. 111. pp. SI, glSSS; WhlUbai 
Llfhl >Dd Life of Chii>[, p. Si; Tbamita Zmbtrj, p. S; 1 
P«u, Tol. U. pp. SJ, fle ; Edvird BnmBgli, p. 037 ; Wm. Bt 
pp. UT, ISS : Sltpban Ciilp. pp. 7a, I«. 

t Wm. PeDD'i " Gudf FuuudillDii Bhaken," puilm ; L I 
nluftoD, lol. IL pp. 116, 118, li7 ; rol. til. pp. M, », M, « 
1S»,1», 13S; JobSmii's "SttTdiaD bf Cbrlil," pp. 16,11 
U, as, BO, 3d; Chriitlu gmku. pp. m, ISt, IK. 3M, m, 
------ ■-- — - ■ 1 Worn, foU sd. VOL IL pp. em, 

Ul; vol. T.p. 3W; Wm. B11IJ7, pp. 1S7, ISS; T.SMir'i J««| 
p, 98a ; fei'i DoftlriBali, pp. «U, B4e, 804, lOSS. 




Jl 



BOCIETY OF FRIENDS, 13 



ing the dootriiio of "impnted righteousneBs," in 
anner and form in whioli it ie held. We be- 
Ihere must be a. true righteousness of heart 
and life, wrought in ub by tlie Holy Spirit, or Christ 
within, iu wliioh work we impute all to liim, for of 
OnrselveB we cau do nothing. Neither do we admit 
diat the Bins of Adam are, in any sense, imputed 
to Lie post«ritf ; but we believe that no one incurs 
-Qie guilt of Bin, until be trauBgreases the luw of 
God in Mb own person. (Deut. i. 39 ; Ezek. ivii." 
10-24; Matt. ixi. 18; Mark x. U, 15, IQ ; Rom. 
ix. 11.) In that fallen state, the love and mercy of 
God are ever extended for bis regeneration and re- 
demption. Qod so loved the world, that he sent 
is only begottoa Son into the world, in that pre- 
pared body, under the former dispensation, for the 
salvation of men. And it is through the same re- 
deeming love, and for the same purpose that, nnder 
'new covenant," he now sends the Spirit of 
ibis Bon into our hearts, a mediator and intercessor, 
to reconcile us, and render, us obedient to the holy 
iriU and righteous law of God. We believe that 
ifill that is to be savingly known of God, is made 
manifest or revealed in man by his Spirit {Rom. i. 
19) ; and if mankind had been satisfied to rest here, 
and practiced on the knowledge tbui communicated, 
there would never have existed a controversy about 
religion, a,nd no materials could now have been 
Ibnnd for the work of which this essay forma x 
part. (Deut. xxviii. 15, 29.) 
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Out teatiinony eaneerning tlte Seriplurtt, — We be- 
lieve that the BCriptures have proceeded from tbe 
reyelationa of the Spirit of God to the saints, uid 
this belief is founded on evidence furnished by the 
name Bpirit to oar minds. We eiperience tbem to 
be profitable for doctrine, for reprosf, foi' correo- 
tioD, for inatruction in righteouBnesB. But as tb^ 
are a declaration from the fountain only, and BOl 
the fountain itself, they bear the BOme inscripdoii 
as the sun-dial : ' ' Son sine lumine ' ' — uselees, or a 
dead letter, without light ;* because the right tn- 
tei'pretation, authority and certainty of them, and^ 
couBequently their uaefuhiese, depend on the asanr- 
»QOe and evidence of the eame Spirit by which tlugr 
were dictated, given to the mind of tbe reader. 
(SCor. til. 6.) For, althougli we believe that *• 
may be helped and strengthened by outward raeam 
such as the scriptures and an authorised gospel 
miuistry, yetitisonlyby the Spirit that we can conw 
to t!ie true knowledfie of God and be led "into all 
iruth." I'nder these several consideration*, we 
cannot accept thene writiugs aK the foundation and 
ground of all religious knowledge, nor as the pri- 
mary rule of faith and practice ; since these high 
attributes belong to tbe divine Spirit alone, br 
which the scriptures themselves are tested. NeiUwr 
do we confound cause and elVeot by styling them 
the "Word of God," which title belongs t« Thrift 

• liMppii' " OrlElol iBd PrsHDl SMM of Hu " 



I Klone, the fouDta.iii from whioh they pi'ctceeded. 
I (Eph. vi. 17 ; Heb. iy. 13 ; Kev. six. 13.) 

Our UatiWiony on Divine Worthip, the Miniftry, |ro. 
I We believe that the; that worship the Father 
I aright, must worship him in spirit and in truth and 
ji a formal maoQer, (John W. 24.) Hence, 
\ vrhen we meet together for public worship, we do 

It hasten into outward performances. (1 Fet. tv. 

■ 11.) For, aa we believe that of ourselves, and by 
iwn natural reason, we can perform ao act that 

will be Booeptable to God, or available to our own 

advancemeut in righteouBness, without the sensible 

influence of hia good Spirit {1 Cor. sii. 3); much 

less can ne, without this divine aid, be useful to 

I others, or minister at set times, seeing that tbiit 

I essential requisite is not at our command. There- 

f fbre it is our practice, when thus met together, to 

n silence and withdraw our minds from outward 

gs to wait upon God, and "feel after him, if 

I haply we may find him," (Paalm ilvi. 10.) And 

I in these silent opportunities we are often st.reagth- 

d and refreshed together by his heavenly pres- 

&. (Matt, iviii. 30.) This manner of worship 

■ -we beUeve to be more acceptable to our great Head, 
I "whoseoth iu secret," than set forma of prayer or 
\ praise, however specious, performed in the will of 

(1 Cor. ii. 13 ; Luke lii. 13.) Tet we do 
xdude the use of a rightly qualified ministry, 
f but believe*it to be a great blessing to the church. 
I 3Sot do we exclude vocal prayer when properly au- 
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thorized, though we bear testimon; against Uh 
cnHtom of appoiating times and persons for 
BOletuQ service b7 human authority, believing 
without the immediate operation of the diriM 
power, "we know not what we aliould pray for U 
we ought." (Rom. viii. 26.) 

I have before stated it as our belief, that outwarf 
rites and ceremonies have no place under the Chrir 
tian dispensation, which wo regard as a purelj 
spiritual administration. Hence we hold that tbl 
means of initiation into the church of Christ doH 
not consist in the water-baptism of Jolin, whidi 
(Ucreaning rite has vanished (John iii. 30) ; but i> 
Christ's baptism, (Matt. iii. 11,) or that of tba 
Holy Spirit, the fruits of whicli are repentance 
the new birth. Neither do we believe that ipiriiv^ 
communion can be maintained between Christ am 
bis church hy the use oj the outward "elementa' 
of bread and wine, called the "supper," which ii 
the type or shadow only, but that the true commit 
nion is that alluded to in the Revelations: "Bohdd 
I stand at the door and knock : if any man hear 
my voice and open the door, 1 will come in to hin^ 
and will sup with him, and he with me." 

A hireling ministry, or the practice of taJuBg 
money for preaching, we testify against, aa ooo- 
trary to the plain precept and command of CbrM 
"Freely ye have received, fVeelygive." ForU^ 
wa hold that to constitute a minister at V' 
qoiMi a special gift, call, and qualiiioatioD 
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blessed Mastor, aud that neither scholastic dlTinity, 
philoBophy, nor the forms of ordination, confer in 
my degree ability or authority to engage in this 
lerrice of Christ, (1 Cor. ii, 4, 5, 13,) who has fore- 
Warned us that without him we can do nothing for 
ourselves. (John iv. 5.) As we believe tliat gifts 
I the ministry are bestowed hy the Head of the 
Church, so we'presume not to limit him in the dis- 
pensation of them to any condition of life, or to 
lex alone, seeing that male and female are all 
n Christ, And this liberty we look upon as a 
fiilfilment of prophecy, having received abundant 
-evidence of its salutary influence in the church. 
(Acts ii. 16, 17; xxi. U.) 

Our testimonies against war, slavery, and oaths, 
are generally well known, and have their rise in the 
convictions of the spirit of truth in oar minds, 
amply confirmed by the precepts and commands of 
Christ and his apostles, to which wo refer the 

We condemn frivolous and vain amusements, and 
changeable fashions and superfiutties in dress and 
fttrDitore, shows of rejoicing and mourning, and 
pnblic diversions. They are a waste of that time 
j given us for nobler purposes, and are incompatible 
with the simplicity, gravity, and dignity that should 
adorn the Christian charact«r. 

We refrain from the use of the plural number 
to n single person, and of oompliments in our inteiv— 
course with men, as having theii' origin ii 
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.ind tending to noiiriBli a principle, the antagi 
of that humility aud meekneES, wbicli, after 
example of Christy ought to attach to his died 
We also decline giving the common 
months and days, which have been 
them in honor of the heroes and t^lse gods a 
tiquity, thus originating from superstitioa 
idolatry. 

We inculcatA subniisaiou to the laws 
whore the "rights of conscience" are not the 
violated. But as Christ's kingdom is not of 
world, we hold that the civil power is Umib 
the mainteuauce of external peace and good o 
and therefoi« has no right wbatever 
religious matters. 

OF THE DISCIPLINE OF THE 800IB1 
OF FRIENDS. 

The purposes of our discipline are, the reU( 
the poor, the maiatenanoe i >f good order, thfl ' 
port of OUT teatimoiiies, aiid the help and reoo 
of such as are overtaken in faults. 

In the practice of diacipliue, we think it it 
penaable that the order recommended by 01 
himself be invariably observed : ''If thy bra 
shall trespass agiunat thee, go and tell him hial 
twtween thoo aud him alone. If ho shall hoar 1 
Ibou haat gained tby brother ; bat if ho will 
hear t.lusv then take with thee one or two B 
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I the mouth of two three witaesaoe eveiy 
lord may be established . And if 
> hear them, tall it unttj the church." {Matti 

i. 15, 16, 17.) 
To eifeot the Balutary purposes of discipline 
;s were appointed at an early period of th«' 
udetiy, which, from the timea of their being held, 
rare called quarterly meetings. It was afterwards 
i expedient to divide the districte of those 
I meetings, and to meet more- frequently — whence 
attwe monthly/ meetings, subordinate to those held 
quarterly. At length in 1660, it yearly meeting 
was established, to be held in Loudon, to sup^rin- 
t«iid, assist, aud provide Rules for the whole. Pre- 
viously to this, gtneraL meetings had been held 
ocoasionally. 

A monthly meeting is usually composed of sev- 
eral partioular oongregatious, situated at convenient 
distanoea from each other. These are called pre- 
parative meetings, because they prepare bueinesR 
for the monthly meetings. It is the business of the 
monthly meeting to provide for the subsistence of 
the poor aud for the education of their offspring ; 
to judge of the sincerity and titness of persons ap- 
I pearing to be coDvinced of the religious principles 
■ of the society, and deslriug to be admitted into 
I membership ; to excite duo attention to the dis- 
fc charge of religious and moral duty, and to deal 
^2 with disorderly members. MontUy meetings 
^pgrant to such of their 
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otbei' monthly meetiDge, certificates of their mem- 
beriliip and conduct, without which they cauMt 
gain membersliip in such meetings ; and tbey gtuit 
certiflcBtCB to miuiatoTS concerned to visit nu^ 
boring meetings in the service of the gospel, sM- 
ting forth that their conoom has been Md befon 
their own meeting and approved of. Each monOi]} 
meeting is required to appoint certain person^ 
under the name of overseers, who are to take mm 
that the rules of our discipline tie put iu prttotiaa, 
and, when an; ease of ilclinquenc; comes to thtdt 
knowledge, to visit the offending member, agn»< 
ably to the gospel rule before roontioued, prOTiooalr 
to its being laid before the monthly meeting. 

When a case is tutroduoed, a committee la t^ 
pointed to visit the offender, to endeavor to oa» 
vince him of his error and to induce him to txm- 
damn or forsake it. If this be done to the mU1»- 
^tion of the meeting, a record is made according 
and the case is dismissed. If not, he is disowiud 
&Dm membership. 

In disputes between individuals, it has long bOM 
the decided judgment of the society, that it« mem- 
bera should not sue each otlier iit law. It Uierafon 
enjoins on all to eod their cliAeronces by speodj 
And impartial arbitration, agreeably to rule* laid 
down in the discipline. If any refuse to adopt tlui 
■node, or having adopted it, if they refuse to aob- 
mit to the award, they are liable to disowoment. 

To rnuuthly meetiugs also belongs the Allowing 
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of miirruiges, for our srxiiety has alnaje Bcnipled 
to aoknowledge Uie authority of prieetB, or hireling 
ministers, in the solemaisalion of thia rite. Those 
■who intend to marry, inform the monthly meeting 
of their intentions, when a committee is appointed 
from the men'B and women's meeting to make 
inquiry if the parties are clear from other similar 
Migi^^ements, and if found to be so, the consent of 
guardians being shown, the marriage is 
sUowed by the meeting. It is performed in a pub- ' 
meeting for worship, or in a meeting held at the 
Ibonse of one of the pai'ties, towards the close of 
which the; stand up and solemnly take each otiier 
fei husbaiid and wife. The certificate is then 
tfgned, read aud attested. A committee appointed 
the monthly meeting attends the marriage to 
that it be orderly accomplished, moderalion ob- 
and to deliver the certificate to the i-ecorder. 
f BDCh marriages the meeting keeps a record, ami 
HO of the biri^hs and burials of its memlMira. 
Births and burials are unacuompanied with rites 
id ceremonies. At burials a solemn pause is 
made and an opportunity afforded for those who 
may be concerned, to communicate their exercises. 
Several mouthly meetings compose a quarterly 
meeting. At the quarterly meeting are produced 
written answers from the monthly meetings to ooi- 
tain queries respecting tjie conduct of their mem- 
bers, and the meeting's care over them. The fol- 
lowing are the principal subjects thus regularly 



brought into view b; tlie queries; Attendance at 
all tbe meetings with punctuality ; clearnesB from 
diBorderly conduct thoretn ; prevalence of love a 
unity; absence of tale-bearing and detraotloB; 
speedy endeavors to heal difFerenoea ; careful edo- 
cation of children ; their frequent reading of Oft 
scriptures ; their restraint from reading pemioiooi 
books and from corrupting interoonrso ; absence of 
traffic in ardent spirits, and of tbe use of them h 
a drink ; avoiding places of diversion and the ti» 
quenting of taverns , observance of temperanoa h 
other respects ; providing for poor members ud 
schooling their cliildren ; faithful support of h 
mouy aghast oaths, an hireling ministry, ^ 
froodulent or clandestine trade, dealing in pi 
goods and lotteries ; care to live within their d^ 
ounifltanoes, and to keep to modenLUon in trade 
ponctuahtyto promises and just payment of d 
timely attention to bucIi as give ground for nneairi- 
ness In these respects ; dealing with offenden I 
the proper spirit and without delay for their hdf 
and when necessary to disown, seeking right au- 
thority , support of schools under the cat© of tls 
meeting. At the close of tbe a 
qoeries, cortiun advices are read in the preporaUrt 
and monthly meetings, in the conclusitm of wUdi 
Friends are et(joined to conduct the, altairB of tT 
meetings in " the peaceable spirit and vrisdom o 
Jesus, with decency, forbeaiance and love of ■ 
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A siAmnary of the aiuwers to the queries is made 
It in the quai'terly meetiug, and fonvatded to the 
yearly meeting, thus setting forth the general state 
of Hocioty. Appeals of disowned peTsona from the 
judgment of the monthly meetings, are brought to 
the quarterly meetings for revision. It is also the 
Inisineas of these meetings to assist in any difBcult 

I that may be pi'esented by the monthly meet- 
ings, or where remissness appears in the care of 
these bodies over their members 

The yearly meeting has the general Huperint«nd- 
ice of the society within the limits embraced by 
the several quarterly meetings of which it is com- 
posed, and therefore, as the accounts which it le- 

is discover the state of inferior meetings, as 
particnlai-ezigencieB require, or as the meeting is 
pressed with a sense of duty, it gives forth its 
advice, makes such regulations as appear to be 
lequislte, or ezcites to the observance of those 
already made, and sometimes appoints committees 
to visit those quarterly and monthly meetings which 
ilppear to be in need of immediate advice. Each 
yearly meeting forms its own discipline. Appeals 
of disowned members from the judgment of quar- 
terly meetings are here finally determined. A 
brotherly correspondence by epistles is maintaiued 
with other yearly meetings. 

. we believe that women may be rightly called 
to the work of the ministry, we also think that to 
them belongs a share in the support of our disci- 
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pline, and that Bome parts of it, wlieroiu their own 
sei is concomed, devolve on them with peouliu 
propriety. Accordingly, they have monthly, qiuuv 
teriy and yearly meetings of their own, held at tie 
same time with those of the men, but separatelj 
and without the power of making niloe. 

In order that ministei-s may have the tender sym- 
pathy and counael of those who by thoir experionae 
in religion are qualified for that service, the tnonthlj 
meetings are advised to select such from both sexe* 
niider the denomination of elders. These, to- 
gether witli the approved ministers, have meetlngt 
peculiar to themselves, called "meetings of minis- 
ters and elders," in which they liave an opporttud^ 
of exciting each other to the discharge of their ra- 
BpeetivQ duties, and of extending advice to thoM 
who may appear to need it without needlesa ex- 
posure. Such meetings are generally held within 
the compass of each monthly, quarterly and yearly 
meeting; they ate conducted by rules prescribed by 
the yearly meeting, and have no authority to make 
any alterations of or additions to the discipline. 
The members of (be nelect meeting, as it is oflan 
called, unite with their brethren in the meetings 
for dlsoipline, and are eiinally amenable to UM 
latter for their conduct. 

Those who believe themselves required to speak 
in meetings for woi'Ship, are not iiiimediatelj ae- 
knowledged as miuisterB by their monthly tUMt' 
ings, but time in taheu for judgment, that tin 
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mooting may be satisfied of tlioir call and qualifl- 
oatlon. It also sometimes happens that such as are 
lot approved, obtrude themaelveB as miniatere to 
tLe grief of their brethren. But much forbearance 
is used towards these before the disapprobation of 
ibe meeting is publiclj' expressed. 

In order that the yearly meeting maybe properly 
represented during its recess, there is a body called 
the Meeting for Bufferings, or Representative Com- 
«e, composed of a cei-taia number of members 
appointed by each quarterly meeting. It is the 
business of this meeting to receive and record the 
acooont of safTerings from refusal to pay fines and 
other military demands sent up annually from the 
quarterly meetings, to distribute useful religious 
books, to advise or assist our members who may 
.incline to publish any manuscript or work tending 
to promote the cause of truth or the benefit of 
society, and in general to act on behalf of the 
yearly meeting in any case where the welfare of the 
body may render it needful. It keeps a record of 
tts proceedings, which is annually laid before the 
TGiU'ly meeting Except this meeting and the meet- 
ing of ministers and elders, all our members have 
tL light to attend the meetings of business and lake 
part in the proceedings, and they are encouraged 
I to do so. We have no chairman or moderator, and 
f the duty of the clerks is limited to recording the 
prooeedingB- We decide no question by vote, but 
tig what appears to be the sense of the meeting. 
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In matters wliiob elicit a difference of sentiMeDt. 
personal and ceusorions remarks are dlBCOnraged, 
and care is taken to exercise a spirit of oondeecen- 
aion and brotherly love. Thus it often oocnrs ii 
our meetings, that deference to the views and feel- 
ings of a few consistent ruembers will pferent d)« 
bod; from adopting a meaaure in which there i« 
otherwlae a great unanimity. 



